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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Faber et 
al. (US 4688443) 

Faber at al. generally discloses a device with two control members each being operated 
by a separate person and sending different signals that would be reduced to a single 
signal by a reduction scheme described in the application. 

Regarding Claims 1 and 11: 

Faber et al. discloses a device comprising: 

• Means for receiving a plurality of control input sets from a corresponding plurality 
of controllers, each of said control input sets comprising at least one control 
input; (Abstract) 

• Means for reducing said control input sets to at least one reduced control input 
set according to a reduction scheme (Col. 3 Lines 10-60); and 

• Means for providing said at least one reduced control input set to a display 
console (Col. 4 Lines 3-8 and Col. 5 Lines 28-40 and Col. 6 Lines 50-54); 
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• Wherein each reduced control input set determines an action of a separate on- 
screen entity (Col. 6 Lines 50-60); and 

• Wherein said controllers collectively control at least one on-screen entity (Col. 7 
Lines 41-48). 

Regarding Claims 2 and 12: 

Faber et al. discloses how the reduction scheme for mapping the control input signals to 
one signal works (Col. 3 Lines 25-59). 
Regarding Claims 3 and 13: 

Faber et al. discloses that the mapping for the reduction scheme enables the control 
device to just accept one final input set and finally be displayed (Col. 3 Lines 25-59 and 
Col. 6 Lines 50-60). 
Regarding Claims 4 and 14: 

Faber et al discloses the combination scheme where the result input signal is a 
combination of two original input signals (Col. 3 Lines 25-59). 
Regarding Claims 5 and 15: 

Faber et al. discloses the controller, wherein said combination scheme specifies at 
least one combination procedure applied to at least two of said at least one control 
input, each of which corresponds across said control input sets; said combination 
procedure producing a single control input within said at least one reduced control input 
set (Col. 3 Lines 25-59). 
Regarding Claims 6 and 16: 
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Faber et al. discloses the controller, wherein said at least one combination procedure is 
applied to corresponding control input sets in accordance with said reduction scheme 
(Col. 3 Lines 25-59). 
Regarding Claims 7 and 17: 

Faber et al. discloses the controller, wherein said at least one combination procedure is 
based upon any of: 
a vote; 

a selection; and 

an averaging calculation (Col. 3 Lines 25-59). 
Regarding Claims 8 and 18: 

Faber et al discloses that the controller, wherein said on-screen entity comprises any of: 
a vehicle; 
a character; and 

a team (Col.4 Lines 3-8 and Col.6 Lines 50-60). Faber et al. indicates displaying 
of a character and the device, which can be a vehicle. 
Regarding Claims 9, 10, 19 and 20: 

Faber et al. discloses that the reduction scheme is specified by a user of said video 
game console through a user interface (Col. 3 Lines 25-59 and specifically Col.7 Lines 
1-10). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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• Meghnot et al. US 6283757, Cicare et al. US 5678999 that disclose 
aircraft simulating devices. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sara Sarkhili whose telephone number is 571-272-2831 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on (571)272-7147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




